
Interreg NEXT MED
Getting to know the Programme

Spanish national training, 25 of February 2026



Making cooperation happen in the Mediterranean 
since 2007 

• Third edition of one the largest EU-funded external cooperation 
programmes in the Mediterranean Sea Basin.

• Building on over 175 projects, involving 1,300+ partners and 
€400M invested.

• 15 participating countries (7 EU Member States and 8 Partner
Countries)

• Joint prosperity and resilience through shared solutions, 
grounded in co-ownership, balanced partnerships and shared 
benefits.



Budget

Total value: 
€292 million

EU financial 
contribution: 
€263 million

Co-financing at 
project level: 
€29 million



Our vision for a better Mediterranean

Competitive 
and smart

Green and 
low-carbon

Social and 
inclusive

Multilevel 
governance



Huge interest in Mediterranean cooperation: Comparison of available budget 
vs EU funds requested 
First two calls for proposals:1.445 proposals submitted 

202 million euro

3.2 billion euro

3.7 billion euro

Available call budget EU funds requested Value of projects submitted

Funds requested
16 times higher

than the available
budget 



First Call: Spanish positioning in 59 funded projects 

• 36 projects involving 42 Spanish  
organisations

• 8 LPs and 34 PPs

• Worth €13 million in EU investment



First Call: Spanish positioning Type of organisations involved
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First Call: LPs and Project Partners per region



First Call: projects by topics 36 PROJECTS

Green and low-carbon GovernanceSocial and inclusiveCompetitive and 
smart

9 projects 15 projects 9 projects 3 projects

• Innovation 
and research

• SME growth

• Energy 
efficiency

• Water 
management
• Climate

change 
adaptation

• Circular
economy

• Education and 
training

• Healthcare

Multilevel
cooperation for 

design/delivery of 
public services 

and policies



Second Call: Spanish positioning in 814 proposals
submitted and in the 79 proposals preselected

• 77 proposals with a Spanish LP 
submitted involving and 458  
partners

• 10 proposals preselected with a 
Spanish LP and 40 partners



Second Call: LPs and Project Partners per region



Second Call: projects by topics 38 PRESELECTED PROJECTS

Green and low-carbon GovernanceSocial and inclusiveCompetitive and 
smart

10 projects 16 projects 9 projects 3 projects

• Innovation 
and research

• SME growth

• Energy 
efficiency

• Water 
management
• Climate

change 
adaptation

• Circular
economy

• Education and 
training

• Healthcare

Multilevel
cooperation for 

design/delivery of 
public services 

and policies



Thank you
Aldo Puleo 
Interreg NEXT MED Programme
Programme Manager
apuleo@regione.sardegna.it

mailto:next.med@regione.sardegna.it
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